
Graduation Distinctions 
 

Summary of Options: 
 

(A) 1 Valedictorian / 1 Salutatorian   
(B) Anyone Above a 4.0 

 Valedictorian 

 Honor Graduate 

 Distinguished Scholar 
(C) Latin System:  Summa / Magna cum laude  
(D) Special Recognitions 

 Cords 

 Medals 

 Sashes 
(E) Speech 

 Selected by committee 

 Auditions 
(F) Rewards 

 Checks 

 Luncheons 
 

 

Specific information about other schools and their ranking systems:  
 

● A 1994 Roanoke Times article stated that Roanoke County recognized any student a 4.0 as a 
valedictorian. This practice is still done today.  

● In 2015, Cave Spring’s class of 227 had 44 valedictorians. Back in 1994, CSHS had 11 
valedictorians.  

● In 2015, Hidden Valley graduated 256 with 55 of them designated as valedictorian.  
● In 2012 HVHS had 57 valedictorians.  
● In 2012, local journalist Ralph Berrier wrote an article of the Roanoke Times about the changes 

to valedictorian awards in the valley. 
○ Article stated that both Salem and Franklin County had done away with valedictorian 

and salutatorian designations. The term “distinguished scholars” is used instead. In 
2012, Salem’s 4.0 grads received a $500 check from the school board.  

○ Article stated that MCPS, Roanoke City and Botetourt still used val and sal.  
■ 2015 graduation for Lord Botetourt still showed val and sal 
■ 2014 had co-valedictorians. The val had a 4.56 GPA. This val entered a gifted 

program in second grade and went into RVGS. She wants to be a pediatric 
oncologist and was going to W&L. The second val also went to Governor’s 
School.  

○ The quoted admins from Roanoke discussed the issue with parents arranging schedules 
with the top goal in mind and students missing out on the arts, band and vocational as a 
good reason to stop using single awards.  

 
● 2014 and 2015 articles on Patrick Henry and William Fleming graduations suggest they still have 

a single val and sal. However, a 2014 WDBJ report mentioned that PH had nearly 400 graduate 
and 62 had over a 4.0.  

● A search of the PH program of studies discuss class rank and the use of courses in both MS and 
HS to determine class rank. PH also has students that attend a Governor’s School.  

● RCPS also has a program called Senior Scholars. The program includes DE/AP classes. The 
students also have to complete community service and a mentorship.  



● A 2014 Salem Times Register article cited that Salem HS had 290 graduates with 40 students 
with a 4.0 or higher. They were given the title distinguished scholar. Each distinguished scholar 
was given the opportunity to APPLY to speak at graduation. There was no info in the article 
about who made the final decision on speakers.  

● A doc on the SHS website says the Salem City school system DOES NOT rank students. The 
document goes on to say that distinguished scholars not only need a 4.0 but also have exhibited 
good character. The actual title is “Salem Distinguished Scholars” 

● The Salem Magazine Fall 2015 featured pictures of the 2015 grads that were “ds.” The caption 
about the pictures states these students get a certificate and monetary award to “be used at the 
student’s discretion.”  

● Washington Co Public Schools appears to still have valedictorian.  
● Some VA schools use summa cum laude designations like Prince William County in NOVA.  
● Virginia High in Bristol awards students honor sashes. In 2008 Virginia High identified one val 

and sal. In 2011 and 2015 articles students were also identified as summa cum or magna cum 
laude. This info came from the Bristol Herald Courier.  

● In the Pulaski Co Student handbook, still mentions class rank. However, in a section called 
graduation speakers it states that students selected as “most valuable cougar” will be eligible to 
apply to speak. A committee of teachers/staff and members of the senior class makes the final 
selection. The second speaker is selected via application process but these students must have 
GPA of 4.0 or better to apply.  

● Dr. Siers said Monroe, Co WV had honor grads. There were 2 divisions of grads--state honor 
grads and county honor grads. These students received medal and the color of the medal ribbon 
marked the difference.  

● Tony Deibler, previously principal of Floyd County High School, stated that Floyd still used val 
and sal. However, they looked at student class loads when making the final ranking--taking a 
study hall and having a higher GPA would not make student the val if the second rank took a full 
load but ended with a slightly lower GPA.  

● Nelson County High School: We have the valedictorian, salutatorian and an honor graduate 
(#3). 

● Langley High School, Fairfax County: We recognize any student who has a 4.0 or higher.  We do 
not call them valedictorians, rather they are all honor graduates.  We usually have about 80. 

● Rockbridge County High School: We also recognize the valedictorian and salutatorian. In May, 
we have an Academic Awards night as well. 

● Louisa County High School: We recognize the top 10 (which includes val and sal). 
● Washington and Lee HS in Arlington, VA:  All 4.0 share #1 rank and val title.  
● According to CNN one school in Florida gives the title of valedictorian to any student who has a 

5.0 with college-level courses, which carry weighted credit, the result was 24 valedictorians. As 
for the graduation speech each candidate submitted the speech they would give if picked as 
commencement representative for the graduating class. Speeches were reviewed a committee 
that selected one winner,  and regardless of who that turns out to be, every valedictorian will 
get a silver plate on graduation day. 

● One high school in Ohio also has every student at or above a 4.0 as valedictorian. However, 
administrators chose one male and one female student to deliver the speech  

 
● Virginia Beach City Public Schools states the following about rank: 

Each final grade will be given the indicated value: A=4, A- = 3.7, B+ = 3.3, B=3, B- = 2.7, 
C+ = 2.3, C=2.0, C- = 1.7, D+ = 1.3, D=1.0, E=O. Each indicated value for a year course is 
to be recorded twice, and each indicated value for a semester course is to be recorded 
once. The values are to be totaled and divided by the number of values used to obtain 
the total. The division of the total is to be carried to four (4) decimal places in obtaining 
the grade point average of the student. 
 



After the grade point average of the student has been determined, bonus credit will be 
added for advanced placement courses and specifically approved courses such as 
international baccalaureate and magnet courses. The Department of Teaching and 
Learning will determine which courses are to receive bonus credit. Bonus credit will be 
awarded as follows for year courses: (A, A-) =.0488, (B+, B, B-) =.0366, (C+, C, C-) =.0244, 
(D+, D) =.0122, E=O. Bonus credit will be awarded as follows for semester courses: (A , 
A-) = .0244; (B+, B, B-) = .0183; (C+, C, C-) = .0122; (D+, D) = .0061; and E = 0. 
 
Class rank will be determined by assigning the student with the highest average the rank 
of number one (1); the second highest, the rank of number two (2), etc. In cases where 
more than one student has the same numerical average, all students with that average 
will be given the same rank. The next highest average will assume the next rank 
position, which will indicate the number of students having a higher rank. 
 
Class rank will be determined at the end of the senior year. All credits earned, regardless 
of the grade level, will be used in determining class rank. 
 
A student with a 3.000 cumulative grade point average or higher will be considered an 
honor graduate. 
 
The student or students with the highest rank at the end of the senior year will be 
declared the valedictorian(s) of the graduating class. The student or students with the 
second highest rank at the end of the senior year will be declared the salutatorian(s). 
 
Section D of School Board Policy 5 29 reads "To be eligible as or valedictorian(s)/ 
salutatorian(s) students must complete the last four (4) consecutive semesters in the 
high school." 
 

 Fairfax Co Public Schools states:  CLASS RANK AND GRADE POINT AVERAGE Fairfax County 
Public Schools do not rank students. Grade point average is calculated on all courses taken for 
credit including those taken in middle school for high school credit. Due to weighted AP courses, 
(1.0 added to final mark) and honor classes (.5 added to final mark) the final grade point average 
may exceed 4.0.  
 

 Richmond City Public Schools honors valedictorians with a special lunch. They also have a city-
wide valedictorian award.  

 RICHMOND - Richmond Public Schools (RPS) honored the district’s 2015 valedictorians at the 
5th Annual Valedictorian Luncheon this past Thursday, May 28, at the Science Museum of 
Virginia. The luncheon was sponsored by Capital One, an RPS corporate partner.  As a group, this 
year’s valedictorians compiled a 4.4 grade point average and earned over two million dollars in 
scholarships to pursue postsecondary education opportunities. Lamar Greene, the citywide 
valedictorian with a 4.91 grade point average, was recently named a recipient of the prestigious 
Gates Millennium Scholarship, a renewable cash award funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation that covers both undergraduate and graduate studies. Greene will attend Emory 
University this fall where he plans to major in medical science. 

 
 
 

http://www.vbschools.com/policies/5-29_p.asp

